
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POW! THANET:   PURPOSE and  ARTISTIC POLICY  
 
Our Purpose  
 
The purpose of POW! Thanet is to celebrate the achievements of women and girls and to explore feminist 
issues.  This is implemented through: 

 programming an annual festival of arts and culture commemorating International Women’s Day on 
8th March  

 devising an on-going programme of community engagement with disadvantaged local women and 
girls 

 advocating and championing equality and parity for women locally, nationally and internationally. 
 
Artistic Policy 
 
Thanet is remarkable in terms of the number of artists who are based in the area and the quality of the 
work they produce. The Festival highlights this and showcases the work of local female artists to a wider 
public.   The community engagement programme removes barriers to access by offering participants the 
opportunity to share their experiences through art.  It encourages those women who have not previously 
engaged in the arts to do so through creative workshops, discussions and free events.    
 
The Artistic Policy is delivered by the following means: 
 

 Through the appointment of an experienced Programme Director, supported by an Advisory Team 
of women with diverse and complementary areas of expertise, who will curate the festival 
programme. 

 Through callouts (via social media, newsletters and word of mouth) and personal emails to female 
artists based in Thanet, inviting them to submit Expressions of Interest for inclusion in the festival 
programme.  This process includes open access meetings in informal venues in each of the three 
towns of Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs 

 Through meetings and conversations with local women and women from Thanet-based 
organisations as instigated by the Community Outreach co-ordinator  
 

Selection criteria are: 
 

 The quality of the work – identified by seeing the work, looking at websites, meeting artists, 
recommendations, reviews and testimonials 

 Relevance to the overall ethos of the festival 

 Relevance and appeal to local people 
 
The festival programme is curated with attention paid to the balance of different art forms whilst ensuring a 
fair representation and distribution of activities across the three towns. 
 
People of all genders are welcome to participate in the festival so long as their involvement furthers POW!s 
overall purpose, and that their inclusion is not at the expense of artists who identify as female.  
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